Senator Doolittle called. He is more dejected than I ex-
pected. But the Senate, or the Radical majority of that
body, have manifested the real spirit of that party in re-
moving him, Cowan, and Dixon from the position of chair-
men of their respective committees to the tail end. It is an
exhibition of little spite, disgraceful to the Senate and un-
worthy of men who assume to be statesmen. Cowan, I am
told, is greatly dejected and desponding. Both of these
men are amiable, patriotic, sincere, conscientious men of
undoubted ability, and are thus treated for honest and cor-
rect opinions openly avowed and for faithfully discharging
their duty. Each of them, six months ago, listened too
credulously to Seward's trimming policy promulgated by
Raymond and that class of trimmers, about the time the
call for the convention at Philadelphia was prepared. To-
day they think of R. much as I did then. But Seward is on
just as good terms with Raymond now as ever. Cowan
does not well understand men and parties and the machin-
ery of politicians, particularly those of the New York
school; but is a good lawyer and a right-minded legislator.
He is a better man than they have had from Pennsylvania
within my remembrance, but he is unequal to a fight with
Simon Cameron in party chicanery.

December 10, Monday. The great object and purpose of
the Radicals in Congress may be detected in their legisla-
tion. Power and office. To obtain these they do not scru-
ple to violate their own professed principles or to break
down the Constitution. It is a great and paramount effort
with them just now to overthrow the executive department
of the government and assume for the legislative branch
powers that belong to the executive. Short-sighted and
selfish, they seem not to comprehend the fact that m crip-
pling the executive they are injuring themselves if they
can ever get possession of that department, and destroy-
ing the efficiency of the Government itself. It is toir tne
interest of all, and essential to all, that we should have